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ACTIVITY 1: WHAT IS YOUR CONCERN?

Individual Work: Please answer the following questions as completely as possible/

1.1 What is your concern?  What about your classroom experience or students’ performance do you consider problematic? __________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

1.2 Why are you concerned about your observation?  What about the observation do you find unsatisfying, problematic, or negative and why? What personal standards, departmental or college standards, ideals or values of the school or society are not being met by your observation? ___________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Alternative task for Activity 1:

Think about your current experiences as a teacher.  Think about your typical experiences in the classroom, particularly those experiences when you feel that you are not being very effective as a teacher, or when you think you could be doing much better, or when you feel that your students are not meeting the goals you have set for them.

From those reflections, complete the statements:

In my classes, I would like to improve _____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
I would like it if my students were more ____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
I am puzzled when my students ___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Many of my students seem to have a problem with ___________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
I am really curious about why my students _________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
I want to learn more about how teachers or student ___________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
I would really like it if my students ________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
One thing that I think would really make a difference in my students learning is ____________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
I think that if I want to change ____________________________________________________ I should ____________________________________________________________________________________________
I think that if I change _______________________________________________________ my students would be _____________________________________________________________________________
ACTIVITY 2: SHARING AND CRITIQUE OF RATIONALE FOR ACTION RESEARCH

Your answers to the Activity 1 can be adopted as the main rationale for your action research study.  Participants will be invited to share their answers to the other participants.  The purpose of this activity is to learn from the outputs of the other participants, particularly about the good and bad qualities of rationales for participatory action research proposals. 

See Note about ACTIVITY 8.

ACTIVITY 3: DECIDING ON ACTION

Individual Work: Please answer the following questions as completely as possible.

3.1  What aspects of your current teaching practice might be contributing to the concern you raised in discussed in Activity 1? _________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

3.2  What personal beliefs, knowledge, values, goals, intentions might be related to those aspects of your teaching practice? _____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

3.3  What departmental, college, university practices, policies, beliefs, intentions, etc., might be related to those aspects of your teaching practice? ___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

3.4  What cultural, social, political, economic, or historical factors, concepts, beliefs, practices, goals, etc., might be related to those aspects of your teaching practice? ____________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

3.5 What can you do to address the concern you raised and discussed in Activity 1?  ________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

ACTIVITY 4: PLANNING THE DETAILS OF THE ACTION

4.1 What are the specific details of your plan of action?  List down all the details you can think of related to the different possible categories below:

4.1.1. The class or subject in which you will implement the plan: _______________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

4.1.2 The students and other participants in the action research: ______________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

4.1.3 The changes you will undertake in your teaching practice: _______________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

ACTIVITY 5: SHARING AND CRITIQUE OF PLAN FOR ACTION RESEARCH

Your answers to the Activities 3 and 4 can be adopted for the Introduction and Methods section of your action research study.  Participants will be invited to share their answers to the other participants.  The purpose of this activity is to learn from the outputs of the other participants, particularly about the good and bad qualities of rationales for participatory action research proposals. 

ACTIVITY 6: GATHERING DATA AND EVIDENCE FOR CHANGE

	6.1 What consequences do you expect to happen if and when you undertake the activity you described in question 3.5?  What changes do you expect with your students? With yourself? With your colleagues?  With the policies in your schools?  Others?
	6.2  What sources of evidence can you gather for each of the expected consequences you list in question 6.1?  You should have at least one source of evidence for each consequence listed, BUT it is better to have more than one source of evidence.
	6.3  How do you plan to collect each set/piece of evidence?
	6.4  How will you check the fairness, accuracy or validity of the evidence you collect?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


ACTIVITY 7: SHARING AND CRITIQUE OF METHODS FOR ACTION RESEARCH

Your answers to the Activity 6 can be adopted for the Methods section of your action research study.  Participants will be invited to share their answers to the other participants.  The purpose of this activity is to learn from the outputs of the other participants, particularly about the good and bad qualities of rationales for participatory action research proposals. 

ACTIVITY 8: LEARNING MORE ABOUT YOUR RESEARCH QUESTION
· What have other researchers found out about your own research question?

· You need to search for sources of research

· journal articles (primary empirical studies)

· review articles (critical syntheses of many studies, secondary sources)

· theses, dissertations, unpublished reports

NOTE: It is also advisable to do ACTIVITY 8, before ACTIVITY 3 (see action research process cycle).  

ASSEMBLING THE ACTION RESEARCH PROPOSAL

You can now align the various elements of the research proposal by assembling the differents parts using the suggested outline below.

Proposal Outline

Introduction

· Background of the problem 

(Place answer to questions 1.1 and 1.2)

· Statement and discussion of research problem 

(Brief statement of your answer to question 3.5, add discussion from questions 3.1 to 3.4)

· Significance of study 

(Discuss your answers to question 5.1)

· Some related research

(Search the education literature related to your topic and cite some of the relevant concepts, principles, theories, and studies.  You will need to do library work on internet searches for this section, see Activity 8.) 

Methods: Proposed Plan of Action

· Setting and participants (Discuss your answer to 4.1.1 and 4.1.2)

· Planned change (curriculum, strategy, assessment, etc.) (Discuss your answer to 4.1.3)

· Data sources (interview, observation, documents, journals, reflections, test scores, etc.) (Discuss your answers to 5.2)

· Data analysis (quantitative, qualitative) (Discuss your answers to 5.3 and 5.4)

· Cycle of plan, action, and reflection

Logistical Requirements:

· For this section you will need to plan for the various requirements for doing the action research.  Some of the things you need to consider are: (a) your time for doing the task, maybe deloading from teaching, (b) material requirements: supplies, reproduction, recording, etc., (c) personnel requirements: assistants, services, (d) access to reference materials, etc.

